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"Mr. Chairperson,  

Distinguished Delegates,  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

  

 

 On behalf of the Brazilian Government, I would 

like to congratulate the Republic of Kenya and the Swiss 

Confederation, as well as the representatives of the United 

Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the Secretariat of 

the Geneva Declaration, for convening this V Regional 

Review Conference of the Geneva Declaration on Armed 

Violence and Development. 

 

 

         Kenya and Brazil are both active members of the 

core group of the Geneva Declaration. By hosting this 

Conference, the Republic of Kenya further demonstrates its 

strong commitment to the fight against armed violence. 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

         I would like to take this opportunity to share 

with you some impressions and views drawn from Brazil´s 

participation in the last four Regional Review Conferences. 

 

         In the city of Antigua, in Guatemala, alongside 

Latin American and Caribbean Countries, the Brazilian 

delegation emphasized the importance of investing in social 

and development policies and programs in order to 

successfully tackle armed violence. We stressed that one 

must not neglect the root causes of violence if we are 

committed to the task of improving the lives of people 

around the world. Poverty, economic exclusion, lack of 

education, poor access to basic public services, youth 

unemployment, discrimination, racism, and gender issues, 



among others, must be taken into account as important 

drivers of violence in many cases. 

 

 

         In Guatemala, we noted that widespread violence 

imposes heavy social and economic burdens on societies, 

claiming lives and futures. However, we also criticized 

linear approaches that only emphasize the impacts of 

violence on the development of a given country. Instead, we 

agreed with the idea that security and development are 

mutually reinforcing objectives that should be translated 

into concrete policies that integrate aspects of 

participation, prevention, and greater social justice. 

Moreover, we stressed that, whenever necessary and upon 

request, national States should be able to count on the 

international community to advance social, economic and 

security policies related to their own specificities. The 

time of one-size-fits all policies should be left for good. 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

         The Regional Review Conferences in Guatemala, 

Geneva, Manila, Rabat and now in Nairobi have been convened 

in an important moment for the international community. As 

you are all aware, we have committed to define the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015. The SDGs will 

be based on "The Future We Want", the consensus outcome of 

the Rio+20 Conference which sets out that the notion of 

sustainable development encompasses three pillars: the 

social, the economic and the environmental, with poverty 

eradication at the center of our attention. 

 

 

         Discussions on the SDGs have reached a political 

agreement amongst Member States with the outcome report of 

the UN Open Working Group on SDGs. On September 12, the UN 

General Assembly recognized this effort and approved a 

resolution 

stating that the proposal of the Open Working Group 

contained in the outcome report shall be the main basis for 

integrating SDGs into the Post-2015 Agenda. 

 

 

         In the outcome report, proposals for the inclusion 

of governance and security goals in the Post-2015 Agenda 

are listed under "proposed goal 16 - Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide 



access to justice for all and build effective, accountable 

and inclusive institutions at all levels". Goal 16 includes 

targets related to access to justice, legal empowerment of 

the poor, protection of fundamental freedoms, elimination 

of discriminatory institutions and policies, ensuring 

participation, transparence and accountability, as well as 

fighting crime and violence against children and 

marginalized groups. 

 

 

         In the upcoming negotiations on the Post-2015 

Agenda, we believe such issues should be addressed from a 

positive perspective, emphasizing the promotion of social 

justice, gender equality and the strengthening of 

institutions that allow voice, representation and effective 

participation of marginalized groups at the national level, 

and the same for developing countries at the international 

level. 

 

 

         If we advance in this direction, it is possible to 

foresee the Post-2015 Agenda fulfilling its general 

objective of creating more peaceful societies through the 

eradication of poverty and the promotion of sustainable 

development. 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

         We are confident that this Regional Review 

Conference will provide many important examples of the 

successes and challenges of the Participating Countries in 

issues related to armed violence and development. With this 

information and knowledge, we hope to improve the work of 

the core group of the Geneva Declaration. 

 

         The Brazilian Delegation wishes all of you a very 

productive Conference. 

 

 

Thank you." 


